MODERN NOVELS

TEACHER:  Sister Helen 

COURSE LENGTH: 1 Term

PREREQUISITE: English 9 and English 10

GRADE LEVEL: 10, 11, & 12

CLASS CAPACITY: 20 students

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This is an individualized reading course for students who wish to read current and contemporary literature for enjoyment. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS & METHODS: Paper and hardback books, student notebooks, conference form,  and book report forms.

GRADING PROCEDURE: The conferences will take place once the student has finished the current selection.  Each student will have a folder that will contain a record of the books read, number of pages; a file of all the journal entries and conferences. 

A conference is based on a topic or an aspect of the book the student wishes to discuss.

The student will bring the journal to the conference.

The conference will last approximately five to ten minutes.  Due to the number of students in the class, the time constraints, and the amount of reading involved, the instructor may not be able to conference with the student more than once a week.  The student is expected to be prepared for each conference.  

STUDENT SKILLS/KNOWLEDGE TO BE GAINED: 
· To become familiar with current, contemporary literature.

· To orally discuss issues and themes in a book.

· To enjoy reading about current literary themes.

· To discuss writing in topics in current or contemporary literature.

PREPARATION AND WORK: 
· Select some aspect or topic of the book to discuss.

· Support the discussion with examples from the book.

· Plan and organize the discussion before the conference.

· Avoid plot summary discuss for every conference. 

THE JOURNAL: The journal entries should be a minimum of two well-written paragraphs.  There should be at least three entries per week.  Each entry should be dated.  Each entry will be placed in the student folder each week.  The student will be able to use the journal entries as part of the conference.  Entries are thoughts (written dialogue with the instructor) while the students read the novels.

