Forensics

TEACHER: Mrs. Cox

COURSE LENGTH: 1 Semester

PREREQUISITE: Physical Science & Biology

GRADE LEVEL: 11th or 12th 

CLASS CAPACITY: 22

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: This class explores the 4 main areas of science (biology, physics, chemistry, and earth science) in the context of criminology.  We will look at both real and fictional crimes.  This is a hands-on, real-world approach class.

MODE OF PRESENTATION: Methods of instruction include lecture, independent and guided readings, experiments, media presentations, mini field trips, computer simulations, research, models and more.

GRADING PROCEDURE: Grading is based on points earned by the students.  Total number of points earned will be divided by total points available to determine the student’s grade.

STUDENT SKILLS/KNOWLEDGE TO BE GAINED:

Topics in this class may include, but are not limited to:

1. Evaluating crime scenes and evidence

2. Psychology of criminals

3. Anatomy & autopsies

4. Ballistics (study of projectiles)

5. Toxicology (study of toxins, including drugs)

6. Law and lawful procedure in investigations

7. Genetics & DNA evidence

8. Microscope types and uses

9. Fingerprinting

10. Serology (study of blood)

