AMERICAN LITERATURE

TEACHER: Sister Helen

COURSE LENGTH: 2 Terms

PREREQUISITE: English 1 & 2

GRADE LEVEL:  11

CLASS CAPACITY: 25 students

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: American Literature follows the chronological progression and literary trends, which are unique to writers and writing of this country.  It is composed of units based on era and writers.  The course includes vocabulary lessons, writing assignments and group discussions.  Grading is both subjective and objective.  This course is strongly recommended for those needing four years of English credit, or interested in literature. 

MODE OF PRESENTATION:

1. Large and small group discussions

2. Lecture

3. Audio/visual media

CLASS PARTICIPATION EXPECTATIONS:

1.Bring books, paper, and writing instruments to class.

2. Read assignments

3. PARTICIPATE IN CLASS AND SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS

4. TAKE NOTES

5. Complete written assignments in a legible and acceptable format

6. Write short papers on given topics

Longer Writing Assignments: I prefer these to be typed.  When using a computer, select Times, Helvetica, or Courier font not larger than 12 point.

STUDENT SKILLS KNOWLEDGE TO BE GAINED:

1. Read various genre of literature, then discuss and analyze it with the use of literary terminology.

2. Identify author/writer with body of literature

3. Identify certain themes and trends in a body of writing.

4. Recognize the historical significance of a body of writing.

5. Synthesize how the body of literature is significant to a certain time period or that particular writer. 

6. Relate the body of literature to current writing trends and social conditions.

7. Improve vocabulary and reading.

GRADING PROCEDURE: Grades will be based on the following criteria and grading scale:

Daily work and class participation 30%, Essays/Benchmark tests 25%,

 Selection Tests 35%, and Final test 10%.

60-69=D 
70-79=C 
80-89=B
90-100=A

